APPENDIX D

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE NAVY IN THE

PHILIPPINES.

Personal                                MANILA, 26 September, 1898.

To His EXCELLENCY,

REAR-ADMIRAL DEWEY.
My dear Sir:

With all my consideration and special respect, I present
my earnest thanks for the amiable reply which you took occa-
sion to send to my letter in your communication of the 24th
ultimo, regretting also that the circumstances in which we find
ourselves do not permit me to convey my feelings by conver-
sation.

Being called to Madrid to make answer to the charges which
may be made against me, principally for going to Subic and for
the loss of my squadron at Cavite, I have to defend myself
from the calumny which may be raised against me; for this
purpose it would be of the greatest utility and much force if I
were able to offer the highly valuable testimony of the author-
ized opinion of yourself, the distinguished Commander-in-Chief
of the squadron which I had the honor of engaging.

For this purpose I am compelled to put on record:

1.  That the port of Subic was without shore fortifications
or submarine torpedoes at its entrance.

2.  That the destruction of my squadron, given the superi-
ority of yours, would have been far more complete at Subic than
at Cavite because the depth of water being much greater in the
former port, ships and men would have sunk, causing great loss
of life.

3.  That you did not find us unready at the entrance of
Manila Bay and still less so at Cavite, and if fortune did not
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